To make it easier for candidates to prepare for the oral ABRET certification exam in EEG, we have compiled a list of common causes of failure.  

1. Common avoidable causes of failure:   All EEG’s must be performed according to ACNS guidelines.  Details of this may be found on the ACNS website (https://www.acns.org), guideline # 3.  Many candidates, despite having a good knowledge base, fail because their records do not conform to these guidelines.  Common reasons include

a. The EEG is normal.  Patterns of uncertain significance do not count as abnormalities.

b. The EEG is less than 20 minutes in duration

c. Records are more than 1 year old from the date of the exam
d. No system reference or calibration signal is recorded or they are of insufficient duration

e. The impedances are greater than 5000 Ohms or there is insufficient documentation of why they are not below 5000 Ohms.

f. The notch filter is used without appropriate documentation

g. The EEG is recorded with less than the required number of montage changes

h. Excessive uncorrected artifacts

i. Insufficient documentation of state changes

2. Common knowledge based reasons for failure:

a. Inability to localize the abnormality

b. Unable to determine polarity

c. Unable to explain digital recording concepts

d. Difficulty discussing filters
e. Unable to calculate voltage and duration of waveforms
f. Unable to explain parameter changes

g. Unable to identify artifact (possible tremor artifact or myogenic artifact) as abnormal brain activity
h. Unable to differentiate between normal variants and abnormal brain activity
i. Unable to differentiate eye flutter from FIRDA
j. Difficulty identifying sleep stages correctly
k. Unable to discuss equivalent paper speed
l. Unable to discuss photoparaxosysmal response

